T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia in a child with ataxia-telangiectasia: case report.
We present a patient with acute lymphoblastic leukemia and ataxia-telangiectasia (A-T). The 4-year-old girl is the first child of young nonconsanguineous parents of Serbian origin. Gait problems appearing in the second year of life were treated by physiotherapy. At the age of 4 she was diagnosed with T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia and treated according to Berlin-Frankfurt-Munster strategy. Owing to typhlitis developing after 15 days of cytotoxic treatment, frequent radiologic examinations were performed causing profound aplasia. Typhlitis did not respond to conservative treatment but necessitated extensive bowel resection. At that time the A-T was suspected by our team and confirmed by increased chromosomal radiosensitivity and markedly reduced level of A-T mutated protein. Chemotherapy was continued without alkylating agents and further radiologic imaging ran an uncomplicated course. At present, the patient is in first remission and 2.5 years since the beginning of the treatment. We stress the importance of careful initial neurologic evaluation of children with malignancy.